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Dear Editor/Producer: 

Chemical warfare experiments on military personnel were being carried out by the United 
States government as early as 1952 and perhaps,before.  Some participants were volunteers, 

but….some were not.   

Conspiracy theories aside, the military’s past work on LSD and other chemical agents has 
been difficult to separate fact from fiction.       

Dennis McDougal   

THE CANDLESTICKMAKER     

Separating fact from fiction, using information released by government sources, is almost an 
oxymoron.  From one whose experiences led him into the South China Sea aboard a US spy ship, 
Dennis McDougal, author of THE CANDLESTICKMAKER takes readers back to a time of chaos, inside 
and outside the United States of America. 

Aboard the spy ship U.S.S. Argosy in the war-tossed waters off the coast of Vietnam, three young 
American sailors form an unlikely bond. Each has fled an America they were raised to love but 
somehow no longer understand. When forced to choose whether to face combat or stay and fight 
the war in the streets, they sign up for a war that reflected the conflict that raged inside each of 
them. The one thing of which they were certain was that the only people in the world that they 
could depend on were each other. 

As their friendship deepens in bars and brothels from Hong Kong to Subic Bay, Ernie Brigham and 
his companions slowly become aware of a dark secret aboard the U.S.S. Argosy. Upon their return to 
the America they left behind, they are changed at best, lost and damaged at worst, but ultimately 
sobered by a war that never should have been fought. 

In the tradition of Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried, Denis Johnson’s Tree of Smoke, and 
Phillip Caputo’s A Rumor of War, THE CANDLESTICKMAKER recalls a Vietnam that seared 
disenchantment into a post World War II generation who learned to question authority at all levels. 
A coming-of-age story bookended by shocking revelations that shatter illusions about patriotism, 
government and the nature of modern warfare, THE CANDLESTICKMAKER takes readers on a 
voyage that will guarantee they never read the Mother Goose nursery rhyme in the same way 
again.  

DENNIS MCDOUGAL reported on the glamorous and occasionally corrupt aspects of Hollywood as 
a staff writer for 15 years at the Los Angeles Times. As a Times investigative reporter concentrating 
on movies, television and pop music, McDougal took readers behind the scenes of pop star Michael 
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Jackson's troubled career, beginning with his "Victory" tour in the early 1980s; exposed the waste 
and mismanagement of Band Aid, USA for Africa, Farm Aid, and other "pop charities" of the 1980s; 
and followed celebrity courtroom dramas, such as the so-called "Cotton Club" murder trial, which 
featured former Paramount Pictures chief Robert Evans in a major supporting role.   He has 
interviewed dozens of celebrated men and women who have influenced our lives: pop stars, 
politicians, moguls and cultural icons.  

DENNIS MCDOUGAL is the recipient of  the George Foster Peabody Award,  the Ann M. Sperber 
Award, a John S. Knight Fellowship at Stanford University, and more than 50 other awards 
including the National Headliners Award and several Associated Press awards.  

A UCLA graduate, McDougal holds a Bachelor's in English and a Master's in Journalism.  McDougal 
has lectured in journalism and creative writing at UCLA, Stanford, and the California State 
Universities at Fullerton and Long Beach. He and his wife, Sharon, live near Memphis, Tennessee, 
have five children, and 13 grandchildren. 

DENNIS MCDOUGAL is available for national and local media interviews.  Please call us at 
your earliest convenience to discuss media opportunities. 

Sincerely, 

Delilah Jones, President 

ImaginePublicity 

843.808.0859 

contact@imaginepublicity 

www.imaginepublicity.com 
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For Immediate Release 

Award-Winning Journalist Dennis McDougal Pens Vietnam War Novel, 

THE CANDLESTICKMAKER 

"They can teach you whatever you need to make war, but you learn to make peace on your own."   

During the 1960’s "Summer of Love," three sailors on a deadly odyssey into a harrowing war that never 

should have been fought seal a friendship that outlasts betrayal, madness, and 

death itself. In The Candlestickmaker by award-winning journalist and 

author Dennis McDougal, an unlikely trio of college dropouts join the Navy 

to avoid the bloody ground war we know from films like Platoon and 

Apocalypse Now, only to find that they must band together to survive 

aboard a U.S. Navy spy ship which wages a very different kind of war – one 

that pits the military as much against its own crew as against an invisible 

enemy that lurks somewhere beyond the endless horizon of the Tonkin Gulf. 

The Candlestickmaker explores America’s first psychedelic war, experienced aboard a floating 

laboratory where sailors are guinea pigs as well as warriors. From the bars and brothels of Hong  

 

-more- 
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Kong, Japan and the Philippines to the home front where the girls they left behind are becoming women, 

the comrades-in-arms of The Candlestickmaker put away childish things and, one by one, learn that the 

only way to get by in war or in peace, is with a little help from your friends. 

The Candlestickmaker recalls an era when the government condemned drug use at the same time that it 

sponsored mind-control experiments, and Timothy Leary preached turning on, tuning in, and dropping 

out to a legion of disillusioned youth. Dennis McDougal’s fictional account of his own days in the Navy 

during Vietnam will expand readers’ minds and have them, once again, questioning authority on all 

levels. Like Ernie Brigham, Peter Chandler and Wilson Jones, three men in a tub known as the USS 

Argosy, come take a trip on their magic swirlin’ ship where all memory and fate are driven deep beneath 

the waves of the South China Sea. It is a journey you will never forget.  

The Candlestickmaker is the first novel written by Dennis McDougal, well known for his journalism 

and reporting with the Los Angeles Times, New York Times, and CNN. The author of several non-fiction 

true crime classics as well as bestselling biographies of Jack Nicholson, MCA/Universal Pictures chief 

Lew Wasserman, and Los Angeles Times publisher Otis Chandler, McDougal is currently at work on 

Things Have Changed: The Lives of Bob Dylan, to be published by John Wiley & Sons in 2012.  

Book details: 

Title:  The Candlestickmaker 

Author:  Dennis McDougal 

Publication: January 19, 2011 

 Paperback: 374 pages 

 Language: English 

 ISBN-10: 1456509039 

Book details: 

Title:  The Candlestickmaker 

Author:  Dennis McDougal 

Publication: January 19, 2011 

 Paperback: 374 pages 

 Available on Kindle 

 Language: English 

 ISBN-10: 1456509039 

 ISBN-13: 978-1456509033 

 Product Dimensions: 9 x 6 x 0.8 inches 

 Available through online and local book 

retailers. 
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About Dennis McDougal 

Dennis McDougal's reporting has taken him to the top of San 

Francisco's Mt. Tamalpais at sunrise with Richard Gere and the Dalai 

Lama, Rodney King's rap music debut, Ethiopia with Harry Belafonte, 

Tokyo with former U.S. Ambassador Mike Mansfield, and Dr. Ruth 

Westheimer's Washington Heights bedroom for a discussion of the 

elements of good sex. He has interviewed dozens of celebrated men 

and women who have influenced our lives: pop stars, politicians, 

moguls and cultural icons.  

 

Before he began covering movies and media for the Los Angeles Times in 1983 and the New York 

Times, McDougal was a staff writer at the Riverside Press-Enterprise (1973-1977) and the Long 

Beach Press-Telegram (1977-1981). A UCLA graduate, McDougal holds a Bachelor's in English and a 

Master's in Journalism.  

 

In 1981, he was awarded a John S. Knight Fellowship at Stanford University and spent a year 

teaching and studying in Japan and Canada, as well as at the Palo Alto campus. Over the years, his 

journalism has won over 50 honors, including the National Headliners Award and several 

Associated Press awards.  

 

Before turning his attention full-time to writing books in 1993, McDougal reported on the 

glamorous and occasionally corrupt aspects of Hollywood as a staff writer for 15 years at the Los 

Angeles Times. As a Times investigative reporter concentrating on movies, television and pop 

music, McDougal took readers behind the scenes of pop star Michael Jackson's troubled career, 

beginning with his "Victory" tour in the early 1980s; exposed the waste and mismanagement of 

Band Aid, USA for Africa, Farm Aid, and other "pop charities" of the 1980s; and followed celebrity 

courtroom dramas, such as the so-called "Cotton Club" murder trial, which featured former 

Paramount Pictures chief Robert Evans in a major supporting role.  

 

A CNN producer during the O.J. Simpson trial, McDougal returned to TV as a producer for Inventing 

L.A.: The Chandlers and Their Times, the PBS American Experience documentary based on 

McDougal’s 2001 bestselling biography Privileged Son (DaCapo Press). A chronicle of the legendary 

Los Angeles Times publisher Otis Chandler, Inventing L.A was honored this spring with a George 

Foster Peabody Award while Fordham University gave Privileged Son its annual Ann M. Sperber 

Award for the nation’s best media biography.  

 

A frequent contributor to TV Guide through the 1990s, his last story for the magazine was the 

murderous saga of actor Robert Blake and his late porn queen wife Bonny Lee Bakley. McDougal 
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and co-author Mary Murphy turned that story into the bestseller "Blood Cold" (Putnam, 2002). 

McDougal is a frequent contributor to the New York Times and has also written for Los Angeles 

Magazine, Premiere, and dozens of other publications.  

 

Most recently author of Five Easy Decades: How Jack Nicholson Became the Biggest Movie Star in 

Modern Time (John Wiley & Sons, 2008), Dennis McDougal has chronicled Hollywood, crime and 

the media for over 30 years. His forthcoming Things Have Changed (John Wiley & Sons, 2011) is the 

new biography of music legend Bob Dylan. 

 

McDougal has lectured in journalism and creative writing at UCLA, Stanford, and the California 

State Universities at Fullerton and Long Beach. He and his wife, Sharon, live near Memphis, 

Tennessee, have five children, and 13 grandchildren. 
 

DENNIS MCDOUGAL is also the author of:  

* Los Angeles Times best-seller THE LAST MOGUL: Lew Wasserman, MCA and the Hidden History of 

Hollywood (Crown). The “you scratch my back, I’ll stab yours” Hollywood backstage saga that 

movie fans may hear about but rarely see. As the elusive, tyrannical head of Universal Studios, 

Wasserman was the mobbed-up Godfather of show business for more than half a century.  

* Edgar-nominated IN THE BEST OF FAMILIES (Warner Books) which recounts the descent into 

murderous madness of the entire family of Ronald Reagan’s personal attorney Roy Miller, whose 

son raped and murdered his own mother.  

* ANGEL OF DARKNESS (Warner Books) -- the cult classic about Southern California serial 

murderer Randy Kraft, a mild-mannered computer whiz by day and lust killer at night, who holds 

the dubious distinction of being one of the most prolific murderers (approximately 67 victims) in 

modern U.S. history;  

* MOTHER'S DAY (Ballantine) -- the perennial best-selling saga of a Sacramento mother of six who 

enticed two of her sons into a monstrous plot to torture and murder her own daughters. The New 

Yorker’s Hendrik Hertzberg described McDougal as a master of pulp non-fiction while the New York 

Times called him “L.A.’s No. 1 muckraker.” He has taught journalism and creative writing at UCLA 

and California State Universities at Fullerton and Long Beach, is the recipient of Stanford 

University’s John S. Knight Professional Journalism Fellowship, and has been honored with more 

than 50 professional awards over the course of his career. 

For more information about DENNIS MCDOUGAL, and a complete list of his books, please visit his 

website: www.dennismcdougal.com 

http://www.dennismcdougal.com/


 
ImaginePublicity … PO Box 14946 … Surfside Beach, SC  29587… 843.808.0859 

Email: contact@imaginepublicity.com  Website: www.imaginepublicity.com 
 

 
 

Suggested Interview Questions 

 

Dennis McDougal, Author  

THE CANDLESTICKMAKER 

 

1. What inspired or compelled you to write your first novel, THE CANDLESTICKMAKER, after 

writing so many non-fiction books as well as working as a journalist for so many years? 

2. Were your own experiences and your shipmates during the Vietnam War included, or 

referenced in THE CANDLESTICKMAKER? 

3. Do you feel that the United States government gets away with “experimenting” on those in the 

military? 

4. What are you feelings about drug use of the military in combat zones? 

5. From your perspective, what was the United States’ role in Southeast Asia? 

6. If you had not been in the Navy during the war, would you have been one of the anti-war 

protesters referred to in THE CANDLESTICKMAKER? 

7. Do you think the military experimented on you or those on the ship to which you were 

assigned? 

8. Since your days as an award winning journalist, you’ve written several true crime books as well 

as  biographies about several celebrities, how was writing a novel different? 

9. From a journalist’s point of view, how has the internet changed the way we get the news about 

war as opposed to the 1960’s and the Vietnam era? 

10. You have had the opportunity to meet and write about many famous people during your career 

as a journalist, producer and author, who are your personal heroes? 

11. How is the theme of THE CANDLESTICKMAKER different than other accounts of the Vietnam 

War by other authors? 

12. How would you describe patriotism based on what you’ve written in THE CANDLESTICKMAKER? 

13. In THE CANDLESTICKMAKER you expose a secret the government would rather not be talked 

about, how much truth do you feel is being withheld from American citizens? 

14. During 1968 (the “Summer of Love”) you were stationed in the South China Sea. When did you 

and those aboard your ship hear about the assassinations of Martin Luther King and Bobby 

Kennedy?  What was the reaction? 

 


